Ameritron Troubleshooting the ALS600 Amplifier

Look at the power plug on the back of the amplifier. You will see two rows of five tabs sticking out. Using a digital multimeter, measure the resistance between the chassis and the center tab on the top row. It should read at least 1Mohm. after that, plug the power supply into the amp and turn it on. Put the radio in CW mode, the amp in OPERATE, and key the microphone. Did the amp meter on the power supply go up any? If the resistance is over 1Mohm and the current meter shows somewhere around 1-1.5A, then your finals are ok. If it draws current when you're not keyed up, doesn't draw any current at all, and/or the resistance is well below 1M, then you likely have blown finals. If the resistance is over 1M and the current needle doesn't move when you key up, check the contacts on the T/R relay. We use a rubber band or a pencil eraser to clean the contacts. We have had numerous reports of customers having success with dollar bills, index cards, and paper grocery sacks.

If you send it in for repair, the finals are $55.50 each and labor is $75 an hour. The finals usually go in pairs or all four at once and it takes an hour to repair.

Best regards,

John
Ameritron
_____________________________________________________________
Newest model at Gigaparts is  $1339

I suspect that 1 or 2 of the MRF-150 MOSFET finals are bad, according to the above info from Ameritron.

I plan to discount the amp as follows:

4 finals (if needed @ $55.50 ea)      $222

Labor                                                    75

Shipping (estimated)                            50

                                                        --------

Total  Estimated Cost                        $347

